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About this document 
This document describes the calculation boundaries, methodologies, assumptions and key 
references used in the preparation of Beggars Group’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
inventory report, covering emissions for the 2019 and 2020 calendar years.  
 
Emissions have been calculated using methodologies aligned with the GHG Protocol Scope 2 
Guidance and the Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard.  
 
Any carbon footprint analysis is based on a number of best estimates and this is not an exact 
science. We will regularly update and refine these numbers and share the latest estimates in 
each edition of our emissions inventory report. 
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Introduction  
Beggars Group is transitioning to become a carbon negative business (scope 1, 2 and 3). This 
process will be managed in stages. UK-managed operations will become carbon negative by 
the end of 2022 and global operations by the end of 2024.  
 
Undertaking a comprehensive scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions inventory helps us to identify the 
areas of our business that have the largest environmental impact and develop targeted 
strategies to reduce these in an assertive manner. We work closely with suppliers across our 
value chain to measure and reduce emissions, helping to promote sustainability throughout 
our industry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report scope 
This report includes a detailed analysis of global scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG emissions for 2020. 
UK-managed operations cover approximately two-thirds of the business, with US-managed 
operations accounting for the balance. Additional data is provided for our baseline year, 
2019.  

Organisational boundary 
For scope 1 and 2 reporting purposes, we define our organisational boundary on an 
operational control basis. Unless otherwise stated, we report 100% of the emissions 
associated with functions where we have direct operational control. This includes our UK 
head office (also housing Matador Europe’s office), the offices of 4AD, XL Records and 
Rough Trade and two offices in the United States. 
 
Scope 3 emissions categories 
The Scope 3 Standard categorises scope 3 emissions into fifteen categories. We report 
emissions from categories deemed material to the business, according to the principles of 
relevance, completeness, accuracy, consistency, and transparency as defined by the 
Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard. Relevant scope 3 
emissions categories include: 

GHG Protocol emissions scopes  
The GHG Protocol Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard classifies corporate GHG 
emissions into three ‘scopes’.  
Scope 1 emissions are direct GHG emissions from operations that are owned or controlled by 
the reporting company (e.g., emissions from fuel consumed in our offices and studios).  
Scope 2 emissions are indirect emissions from the generation of purchased energy consumed 
by the reporting company (e.g., emissions from the electricity we use in our offices and 
studios).  
Scope 3 emissions are all other indirect emissions (not included in scope 2) that occur in the 
value chain of the reporting company (e.g., emissions from manufacturing, distribution, 
business travel etc).  Figure 1: GHG Protocol emissions scopes 
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• Category 1: Purchased goods & services 
• Category 2: Capital goods 
• Category 4: Upstream transportation & distribution 
• Category 5: Waste generated in operations 
• Category 6: Business travel 
• Category 9: Downstream transportation & distribution 

 

Exclusions 
Emissions from downstream digital distribution (the distribution of digital recordings 
through Digital Service Providers [DSPs] and consumption by fans through streaming 
services or digital download) are excluded from this report for the following reasons: 
 

• Size – due to a lack of available data, it’s not possible for the recorded sector to 
estimate with accuracy the size of emissions from digital distribution.  

• Influence – record companies have little or no direct control over the distribution of 
digital files once they have distributed to DSPs, or influence over emission reduction 
programmes.  

 
Digital distribution is a vital part of our industry and makes up a significant portion of our 
business. As part of the IMPALA Sustainability Taskforce, we are working closely with DSPs 
to encourage greater transparency and will support towards measuring and reducing the 
impact of streaming. As part of the Music Climate Pact we call on DSPs to work 
collaboratively to share data and knowledge on this issue. 
 
We are working on establishing a methodology for estimating the footprint of the digital 
music warehousing we use to deliver our music do DSPS. 
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Emissions profile, 2020 
In 2020, our total footprint (scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions sources) from global operations was 
4,355 tonnes CO2e. Total footprint split by geographic region is detailed figure one, and by 
emissions category in figure two. 
  

Emissions (CO2e / tonnes)  
2020 2019 

UK-managed  2,702 4,285 
US-managed 1,755 2,307 
TOTAL EMISSIONS 4,457 6,592 

 
 
  

Emissions (CO2e / tonnes) 

EMISSIONS CATEGORY 2020 2019 
SCOPE 1 
Gas consumption 38.04 32.23 
SCOPE 2 
Purchased electricity (market 
based) 

36.33 52.62 

SCOPE 3 
Purchased goods and services 2,654 3,014 
Capital goods 108 268 
Upstream transport and 
distribution 

1,157 1,780 

Waste generated in operations 1 1 
Business travel  338 1,374 
Downstream distribution 125 69 
TOTAL SCOPE 3 4,382 6,507 
TOTAL EMISSIONS 4,457 6,592 

 
 
 
Scope 3 emissions account for 98% of our overall emissions profile. Of scope 3 emissions, 
the highest impact categories include: 
 

• Purchased goods & services (manufacture of physical products) - 61% 
• Upstream transportation & distribution of physical product - 27% 
• Business travel - 8% 
• Capital goods - 2% 

 
The calculation boundaries (including any exclusions of particular emissions sources within a 
category), methodologies, assumptions and references we have used to calculate an 

Figure 1: Emissions summary by region 

Figure 2: Emissions summary by category 
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emissions estimate for each relevant scope 3 category are described in subsequent sections.  
For categories where we have not calculated an emissions figure, the rationale behind why 
we have concluded that the emissions source is not relevant to our business is provided.  
 
 

Reduction targets 
Scope 1 & 2 emissions 
We have set a science-based reduction target aligned with a 1.5 degree pathway according 
to the criteria established by the SBTi for small and medium-sized enterprises. and the SME 
Climate Commitment. As part of this, we have committed to reduce absolute scope 1 and 
scope 2 GHG emissions 50% by 2030 from a 2019 base year, and to measure and reduce 
scope 3 emissions.  
 
Scope 3 emissions 
We have set an absolute GHG emission reduction target for scope 3 emissions.  This target is 
aligned with a 1.5 degree science-based reduction pathway in accordance with the 
guidelines outlined in the ‘SBTi Criteria and Recommendations’ report (version 4.1, April 
2020). We will also set an economic intensity target to support reduction efforts. At this 
time, we are not looking to achieve external validation of the scope 3 target. 
 
The scope 3 emission categories included in this target are listed below. These are defined 
as ‘relevant’ emissions and include all activities that contribute significantly to total scope 3 
emissions but exclude those activities where we have no ability to influence action, or 
where emissions are so small as to be insignificant.  
 

• Category one – Purchased goods and services 
• Category two – Capital goods 
• Category four – Upstream transportation & distribution 
• Category six – Business travel 

 



Scope 1 & 2 emissions 
 

Scope 1 emissions 
 

Scope 1: GHG emissions from sources that are owned and controlled by the reporting company 

Activities included 
Gas consumption in properties owned or operated by Beggars 
Group 

Calculation status Material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 32 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 38 

% overall CO2e footprint (2020) 1% 

 
Calculation boundary: Scope one emissions include gas consumption in properties owned 
or operated by Beggars Group.  
 
Calculation methodology: Primary gas consumption data is sourced from energy bills 
relating to each property. Conversion factors are sourced from 'UK Government GHG 
Conversion Factors for Company Reporting, 2019'.  
 
Exclusions: No significant emission sources are excluded. 
 
Data sources: UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting, 2019. 
Available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/greenhouse-gas-reporting-
conversion-factors-2019. 
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Scope 2 emissions 
 

Scope 2: GHG emissions from the generation of purchased or acquired electricity, steam, heat, or cooling 
consumed by the reporting company 

Activities included Electricity purchased by Beggars Group  

Calculation status Material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 53 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 36 

% overall CO2e footprint (2020) 1% 

 
Calculation boundary: Scope two emissions include electricity purchased and consumed in 
properties owned or operated by Beggars Group. 
 
Calculation methodology: Primary electricity consumption data is sourced from energy bills 
relating to each property. Conversion factors for the 'market based' figure are provided by 
each utility company. Conversion factors for the 'location-based' figure are sourced from the 
'UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting, 2019'.  
 
Exclusions: No significant emission sources are excluded. 
 
Data sources: UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting, 2019. 
Available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/greenhouse-gas-reporting-
conversion-factors-2019. 
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Scope 3 emissions categories 
 

Category 1: Purchased goods and services 
 

Category 1: Purchased goods and services 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Upstream (i.e., cradle-to-gate) emissions from the extraction, 
production and transportation of goods and services 
purchased or acquired by the reporting company in the 
reporting year, where not otherwise included in categories 2 
to 8. 

Calculation status Material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 3,014 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 2,654 

% overall CO2e footprint (2020) 61% 

 
Decline in emissions due to decrease in quantity of goods manufactured.  
 
Calculation boundary: This category covers emissions generated upstream of Beggars 
Group's operations associated with the extraction, production and transportation of goods 
and services purchased during the reporting year. This includes: 
 
• The manufacture of physical product (vinyl and CDs) 
• Purchase of recording equipment 
• Offsite IT services 
 
Calculation methodology: CO2e emissions associated with the production of vinyl and CD 
products are calculated using emissions factors provided by manufacturing partners. These 
relate to generic product categories only, rather than for individual products. 90% of units 
produced in 2020 are included in footprint calculations. Relevant and accurate emissions 
factors are not currently available for the remaining 10% of vinyl and CD products. CO2e 
emissions associated with the purchasing of recording equipment are calculated using a 
spend-based method. Spend data is extracted from internal company accounting systems 
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and allocated to the most appropriate product category available within the GHG Protocol 
Quantis Scope 3 Evaluator tool (Quantis tool). CO2e emissions associated with offsite IT 
services are provided by the service host. 
 
Exclusions: Emissions relating to the production of a minority of vinyl and CD products are 
excluded, due to a lack of a suitable conversion factors. 
 
Data sources: For CD and vinyl manufacturing emissions, generic product emissions factors 
are provided by manufacturing partners. Spend data is acquired from internal company 
accounting systems. Spend-based emissions factors are provided by the Quantis tool. 
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Category 2: Capital goods 
 

Category 2: Capital goods 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Upstream (i.e., cradle-to-gate) emissions from the extraction, 
production and transportation of capital goods purchased or 
acquired by the reporting company in the reporting year. 

Calculation status Material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 268 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 108 

% overall CO2e footprint 2% 

 
Decline in emissions due to a reduction in spend on capital goods after UK head office 
renovations were completed at the end of 2019.  
 
Calculation boundary: This category covers emissions generated upstream of Beggars 
Group's operations associated with the extraction, production and transportation of capital 
goods. In this instance, 'capital goods' are defined as products that appear as 'fixed assets' in 
accounting procedures. This includes: 
 
• Office fixtures & fittings 
• Motor vehicles  
• IT equipment 
 
Calculation methodology: CO2e emissions associated with capital goods are calculated 
using a spend based method. Spend data is extracted from internal company accounting 
systems and allocated to the most appropriate product category available within the GHG 
Protocol Quantis Scope 3 Evaluator tool (Quantis tool). 
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Exclusions: No significant emission sources are excluded. 
 
Data sources: Spend data is acquired from internal company accounting systems. Spend-
based emissions factors are provided by the Quantis tool.  
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Category 3: Fuel and energy related activities 
 

Category 3: Fuel and energy related activities 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Emissions related to the extraction, production, and 
transportation of fuels and energy purchased or acquired by 
the reporting company in the reporting year, not already 
accounted for in scope 1 or scope 2. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
An emissions figure is not calculated for this category as emissions from fuel and energy 
related activities (associated with scope 1 and scope 2) are not material to the business.  
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Category 4: Upstream transportation & distribution 
 

Category 4: Upstream transportation & distribution 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Emissions from the transportation and distribution of products 
purchased by the reporting company in the reporting year 
between a company’s tier 1 suppliers and its own operations 
(in vehicles and facilities not owned or controlled by the 
reporting company); transportation and distribution services 
purchased by the reporting company in the reporting year, 
including inbound logistics, outbound logistics (e.g. of sold 
products); and transportation and distribution between a 
company’s own facilities (in vehicles and facilities not owned 
or controlled by the reporting company).  

Calculation status Material, calculated  

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 1,780 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 1,157 

% overall CO2e footprint 27% 

 
Decline in emissions due to reduction in quantity of goods manufactured and an increase in 
the proportion of inter-continental goods shipped by sea-freight.  
 
Calculation boundary: This category includes emissions arising from the transportation of 
physical product (by air, land and sea) between tier one manufacturers in Europe and 
distribution partners based globally. Additionally, emissions from the transportation of 
product from Beggars Group's warehouse and international distribution partners are 
included (where shipments are arranged and paid for by Beggars).  
 
Energy consumption data from warehousing services is included where data is available. 
Energy consumption from Beggars Group’s own warehouse is included in scope 1 and scope 
2 calculations. 
 
Calculation methodology: Primary data supplied by third-party logistics partners. Remaining 
emissions are calculated using spend data extracted from internal company accounting 
systems and allocated to spend-based emissions factors provided by the GHG Protocol 



Beggars Group Emissions Inventory Report 

 16 

Quantis Scope 3 Evaluator Tool. Primary CO2e emissions data from warehousing operations 
are provided by distribution partners, where available. 
 
Exclusions: No significant emission sources are excluded. 
 
Data sources: Primary emissions data is provided by third-party logistics partners. Spend 
data is acquired from internal company accounting systems. Spend-based emissions factors 
are provided by the Quantis tool. 
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Category 5: Waste generated in operation 
 

Category 5: Waste generated in operations 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Emissions from third-party disposal and treatment (in facilities 
not owned or controlled by the reporting company) of waste 
generated in the reporting company’s operations in the 
reporting year. 

Calculation status Not material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 1 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 1 

% overall CO2e footprint 0.1% 

 
Calculation boundary: This category covers emissions from the treatment and disposal of 
office waste generated at Beggars Group's head office building, as well as stock 
destructions.   
 
Calculation methodology: Waste management services at Beggars Group's head office are 
contracted to a third-party, who provide a breakdown of the weight of waste disposed of by 
waste stream ('recyclables'; 'anaerobic digestion'; and 'waste to energy'). Industry average 
scope 3 emissions factors for waste disposal stream are applied to waste disposal volumes 
to calculate an overall emissions estimate. 
 
Stock destructions are aggregated using internal accounting tools and an emissions factor 
applied. 
 
Exclusions: Emissions from the offices of XL, Rough Trade, 4AD and Beggars US office are 
excluded, for lack of available data. 
 
Data sources: Primary data (weight of waste disposed by waste stream) is provided by 
Beggars Group's third-party waste contractor. Scope 3 emissions factors are sourced from 
the UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting, 2019.  
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Emissions factors for stock destructions are provided by the IMPALA Carbon Calculator tool.  
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Category 6: Business travel 
 

Category 6: Business travel 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the transportation of employees for business-
related activities during the reporting year (in vehicles not 
owned or operated by the reporting company). 

Calculation status Material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 1,374 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 338 

% overall CO2e footprint 8% 

 
Reduction in business travel emissions largely due to the pandemic, which halted 
international travel for a significant portion of the year. Some domestic travel and a limited 
amount of international travel remained for the course of the year.  
 
Calculation boundary: This category includes emissions associated with all domestic and 
international travel undertaken by employees for business travel purposes, as well as travel 
by artists and other third-parties paid for by Beggars Group. Emissions associated with hotel 
accommodation are excluded due to a lack of available data. 
 
Calculation methodology: For all flights and international rail travel, the distance-based 
method as described in the Scope 3 Guidance is used to calculate emissions. Industry 
average emissions factors are applied based on flight distance (domestic / short / long-haul) 
as well as class of travel (economy / premium economy / business). 
 
For domestic rail, taxi and other public transport, a spend-based method is used to calculate 
emissions. 
 
Exclusions: Emissions from accommodation are excluded due to a lack of available data. 
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Data sources: Flight and international rail data is sourced from Beggars Group travel 
services provider and internal company accounting systems. Scope 3 emissions factors are 
sourced from UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting, 2020. 
 
Domestic rail, taxi and other public transport data is sourced from internal company 
accounting systems. Spend based emissions factors are acquired from the Quantis tool.  
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Category 7: Employee commuting 
 

Category 7: Employee Commuting 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the transportation of employees between 
their homes and their worksites during the reporting year (in 
vehicles not owned or operated by the reporting company). 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Reason for exclusion: It was determined that the size of the emissions from employee 
commuting would not contribute significantly to the company's emissions profile. Most 
employees live locally and commute by public transport or bicycle when not working from 
home. The influence the company can have on commuting patterns, beyond policies already 
implemented, is low. 
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Category 8: Upstream leased assets 
 

Category 8: Upstream leased assets 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the operation of assets leased by the reporting 
company (lessee) in the reporting year and not included in 
scope 1 and scope 2 reported by lessee. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Reason for exclusion: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category as Beggars 
Group does not lease upstream assets in the course of normal operations. This assessment 
will be periodically reviewed. 
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Category 9: Downstream transportation & distribution 
 

Category 9: Downstream transportation and distribution 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Emissions from transportation and distribution of products 
sold by the reporting company in the reporting year between 
the reporting company’s operations and the end consumer (if 
not paid for by the reporting company), including retail and 
storage (in vehicles and facilities not owned or controlled by 
the reporting company).  

Calculation status Material, calculated 

2019 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 69 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) 125 

% overall CO2e footprint 1% 

 
Increase in emissions due to an extension in the scope of boundary reporting. Distribution 
partners in the US were able to provide more detailed logistics data, enabling emissions 
calculations covering the distribution of goods between US distribution hubs and retailers to 
be made. 
 
Calculation boundary: This category includes emissions arising from the transportation of 
sold physical product (by air, land and sea) between distribution partners and retailers / 
consumers. Energy consumption data from warehousing services is included where data is 
available.  
 
Calculation methodology: Primary data supplied by third-party logistics partners. Remaining 
emissions are calculated using spend data extracted from internal company accounting 
systems and allocated to spend-based emissions factors provided by the GHG Protocol 
Quantis Scope 3 Evaluator Tool. Primary CO2e emissions data from warehousing operations 
are provided by distribution partners, where available. 
 
Exclusions: No significant emission sources are excluded. 
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Data sources: Primary emissions data is provided by third-party logistics partners. Spend 
data is acquired from internal company accounting systems. Spend-based emissions factors 
are provided by the Quantis tool. 
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Category 10: Processing of sold products 
 

Category 10: Processing of sold products 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the processing of intermediate products sold 
in the reporting year by downstream companies (e.g., 
manufacturers) subsequent to sale by the reporting company. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
 
Reason for exclusion: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category as Beggars 
Group does not purchase any intermediate products. This assessment will be periodically 
reviewed. 
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Category 11: Use of sold products 
 

Category 11: Use of sold products 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the end use of goods and services sold by the 
reporting company in the reporting year. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Reason for exclusion: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category. Beggars 
Group's physical products do not directly consume energy during their use. This assessment 
will be periodically reviewed. 
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Category 12: End-of-life treatment of used products 
 

Category 12: End-of-life treatment of sold products 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the waste disposal and treatment of products 
sold by the reporting company in the reporting year at the end 
of their life. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Calculation boundary: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category. 
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Category 13: Downstream leased assets 
 

Category 13: Downstream leased assets 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Emissions from the operation of assets owned by the 
reporting company (lessor) and leased to other entities in the 
reporting year, not included in scope 1 and scope 2 reported 
by lessor. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Reason for exclusion: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category as Beggars 
Group does not lease downstream assets in the course of normal operations. This 
assessment will be periodically reviewed. 
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Category 14: Franchises 
 

Category 14: Franchises 

Scope 3 Standard category description 
Emissions from the operation of franchises in the reporting 
year, not included in scope 1 and scope 2 reported by 
franchisor. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Reason for exclusion: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category as Beggars 
Group does not operate franchises that contribute significantly to emissions. This 
assessment will be periodically reviewed.  
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Category 15: Investments 
 

Category 14: Franchises 

Scope 3 Standard category description 

Emissions associated with the operation of the reporting 
company’s investments (including equity and debt 
investments and project finance) in the reporting year, not 
already included in scope 1 or scope 2. 

Calculation status Not material, not calculated 

2020 value chain emissions (tonnes CO2e) NA 

% overall CO2e footprint NA 

 
Reason for exclusion: An emissions figure is not calculated for this category as Beggars 
Group does not hold investments that contribute significantly to emissions. This assessment 
will be periodically reviewed. 
 
  



Beggars Group Emissions Inventory Report 

 31 

References 
 
 
GHG Protocol Quantis Scope 3 Evaluator tool; https://quantis-suite.com/Scope-3-Evaluator/  
 
GHG Protocol Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard; 
WRI/WBCSD; 2011; http://ghgprotocol.org/standards/scope-3-standard  
 
GHG Protocol Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard; WRI/WBCSD; 2004; 
http://ghgprotocol.org/ corporate-standard 
 
Greenhouse Gas Reporting: Conversion Factors 2020; UK Government Department for 
Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy; 2019; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/greenhouse-gas-reporting-conversion-
factors-2019 
 
 


